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DurhamConservationAreaisnestled alonga
picturesquestretchofwindingSaugeenRiver.
This gorgeoussiteattractsover 5,000visitors
annually! This property covers over 60
hectares which includes over 3.2 km (or 2
miles) of Saugeen river frontage and is also
just a leisurely trek along the Riverview trail
intotheheartof Durham’stowncentre.

Our season opens late April and extends
untilThanksgivingweekend. Awidevarietyof
activitiescanbeenjoyedbybothcampersand
day-users,year-roundwithinthepark.

Throughoutthosewarmsummermonths...
test your skills at horseshoes and
volleyballorgoforapaddleinacanoe!!
take advantage of the boat ramp and
castafishingline!Theparkisapopular
destinationforenthusiasticanglersofall
ages.
takeahikethroughoutthemanynature
trails!
enjoy a peaceful picnic onthebeachor
takeadipinthewater!
relax with a book next to the beautiful
McGowanFalls!
enjoythemusicaljamborees,organized
byparkstaffondesignatedweekends.

In the winter months, bring your skiis or
snowshoesbecauseyouareinvitedtoexplore
thesnowcoveredtrailsontheproperty.

Additional recreational activities in close
proximitytotheparkincludetennis,golf,stock
carracingandanartgallery.

Reservations areavailable (519-369-3996)
andVisaisacceptedatthegatehouse.
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Fromthe401,takeHighway6northtoDurham. At
thetopofthehillinDurham,turnrightontohistoric
DurhamRoad(followthesigns)anddrive1.6km
(1mile)totheparkentrance.

TheareaformerlyknownasthehomeofEdge’s
Mill, hosts a spectacular falls which has been
named McGowanFal lsasatr ibutetooneofthe
historicalpioneerfamiliesofDurham.

SamuelandJamesEdgecameintopossession
oflandalongtheSaugeenRiverin1847,which
includedthepresentdayMcGowanFalls.

RobertMcGowan boughttheEdgepropertyin
1888.TheMcGowanfamilystartedoperating‘The
People’s Mil l ’atthe falls, along with other water
powered mills on the Saugeen in 1888, which
produced flour, oatmeal and many other by
productsassociatedwiththemillingofgrain.

Beginning in1890, local electricpowerwould
be generated compliments of this beautiful,
naturalattraction.

Tormented by flood and fire under the
supervisionofJohnMcGowan, the People’s Mill
perished.Theflumeandwaterwheeldeteriorated
and disappeared, but the dam, after extensive
repairs, today serves as a recreational and
conservationfloodcontrolproject.

RegimentGreyMilitiapracticedtheirrifledrillsfrom
theriver flats,firingattargetsbuiltintothehill. A
manstayedinagunpitatthetopofthehill,changing
targetsbeforethenextfiringround. Todayaplacard
marks the firingrange and thegunpitsightisstil l
visiblefromthis0.7km‘gunpit’trail.Letyourmind
wander back intime asyoupicturethevolunteers
standing,takingaimandfiring!Imaginethecrackof
themusketandthecryof‘BULLSEYE”!

RiverviewtrailbeginsalongtheSaugeenRiver,
near the first settlement site at the Upper Dam.
This 2.7 km trail leads past rock boulders, a 6
metre (20 foot) limestone bluff, past a water fall
and through a quiet, cedar forest. Pets are
allowed, but please be sure to keep them on a
leashandtocleanupafterthem. Attheeastend
oftheproperty,CedarRidgetrailisanidea0.7km
loopingtrailforaleisurelyafternoonhike.

Please note that theuseof thet ra i lsystemis
undera‘useatyourownrisk’policy.
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Campsite Map

An assortment of exciting trails await your
discovery! Until1913,GunPitTrailwouldhave
been echoing with musket shots! The local
Volunteers #4 Company, 5 Battalion, 31stth

T

ThelandwhichwasoccupiedbytheNativepeoplesof
theTobaccoTribewasturnedovertothegovernment
ofCanadabytheSaugeenTreatyin1836.Thefirst
settler in what is now the town of Durham was an
immigrantfromScotland,the late Archibald Hunter,
wholocatedtotheareainMayof1842.

In March of 1963, the current park property was
transferredfromthetownofDurhamtotheSVCA. Over
thenextseveralyears,additionalsurroundingproperty,
whichhassincebeendevelopedintocampingareas,
was purchased to create the total park area. This
propertyis anexcellentexampleofproperfloodplain
management (parkland andrecreation).
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I nstructions for Campers
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Pleasereporttocampofficetoregister.

Be sure to choosea developedcampsite.
Each campsite is numbered and has a
picnictable.
Please travel campground roads in
directionindicatedbysigns.
Campsites are numbered so that the
permitholderappearsonthefarsideofthe
site, when approaching from the correct
direction.Firewoodvouchersareavailable
atthegatehouse.
Camping is not permitted in areas other
than the numbered campsltes, unless
authorizedbythesuperlntendent.
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Onlyonecampingunitallowedtooccupy
each campsi te unless otherwise
authorizedbythesuperintendent.

A maximum of one vehicle and one
campingunitpercampsite.Othervehicles
mustbeleftintheparkingareas.

P ro fan i t y , i n tox i ca t i on o r o the r
disturbanceswillnotbetolerated.
Swlmmers do so at their own
Swimmingisunsupervised.

Pets must beleashedatall t imesandare
notpermittedinswimmingareas.

QuiethoursintheConservatlonAreaare
from11p.m.-7a.m.Unnecessarynoiseat
anytimewillnotbetolerated.
All users of the area are responsible for
knowingtheregulations.

Any person violating the Conservation
Area regulations may be evicted without
refundandsubj

risk.

ecttocourtaction.
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Durham Conservation Area is one of the most
popularcampgroundsownedandoperatedbythe
SVCA. The park hosts over 200 campsites,
designed for both trailerandtentusers. Specific
sitesofferbothelectricalandwaterhook-upfacilities
and seasonal campers are more than welcome!
Payphone, picnicshelters(whichareidealforgroup
gatherings or family reunions), modern
shower/washroom facilities andacentrally located
trailerdumping/recyclingstationareonsite.Firewood
isalsoforsale,sodon’tforgetthosemarshmallows!

Wewelcomeyourcomments.Yoursuggestions
for Conservation Area improvements may be
written on the reverse side of your site permit
and dropped off at the gatehouse. Have an
enjoyablestay.Pleasevisitwithusagain.
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Total Number of Campsites:  210
Serviced Sites:  Sites 1 - 94
Total Number of Campsites:  210
Serviced Sites:  Sites 1 - 94
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